Reprisal Chapter, NSDAR
Regular Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2025
 
PRESENT:  Laura McCrillis Kessler, Regent, Gene Corliss, Recording Secretary, Pat McCabe, Treasurer, Kim Chandler, Historian, Petra Sergent, Registrar, Sandra Warde, Pamela Lee, Susan Swan, Donna Menard, Katherine McCrillis, Kelley Merritt, Marilyn Gagne, Makayla Merritt, Carol Carlson and Jenn Wehner.  A quorum was present.

The regular monthly meeting of the Reprisal Chapter was called to order by Regent 
Laura McCrillis Kessler at 1:03 p.m., on Saturday, September 13, 2025, at the LaValley Community Center in Newport, NH.  

Jenn Wehner led the opening ritual.

The pledge of Allegiance, was led by Makayla Merritt, the American’s Creed, by Pamela Lee, and the Preamble to the Constitution, by Susan Swan.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS/NEW MEMBERS: Regent Kessler introduced our Guest Speaker Phyllis Gagnon, and Linda Roy, a potential transfer.

PROGRAM: “Out of the Shadows: The Elusive Jane Pierce” presented by Guest Speaker Phyllis Gagnon.  Jane Pierce was New Hampshire’s only First Lady.  Jane’s life was shadowed and deeply influenced by her poor health and multiple family deaths.  Her health influences were from depression and digestive issues, which contributed to her presence as First Lady.  None of her sons survived her.  Her first son, Franklin Jr., died 3 days after his birth. Her second son, Frank Robert (Franky), died at the age of four. Her mother died the following year. Her third son Benjamin (Benny) died while traveling on a train with his parents shortly before Franklin’s inauguration.  The train derailed, rolled over, and Benny was decapitated.   Jane wore black and had the White House decorated for mourning.   She did not leave the second floor of the White House for 2 years.  Phyllis shared images of some of the mourning jewelry worn at the time: rings, bracelets and a brooch, all containing hair of deceased relatives. When not at the White House Jane spent a great deal of time at the Appleton Farm in Amherst, NH.  

After the presentation Regent Kessler presented a book written by author and Newport resident Ann St. Martin Stout titled: An Alphabet Book of the Sunshine Town.  The Reprisal chapter will also be making a donation to the Pierce Manse.

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE: The message was read by Kim Chandler. The President General encourages us to preserve not just our history and heritage, but also be cognizant of conservation. The Conservation Committee’s project, Leave a Legacy of Clean: Let’s Keep America Beautiful! encourages chapters to organize community cleanups. Through her Legacy in Bloom project, the DAR will present a gift to the nation that will help replace and care for the iconic cherry blossom trees in Washington, D.C.

NATIONAL DEFENSE REPORT was read Gene Corliss: the 250th Birthday of the United States Navy. Prior to the American Revolution there was no formal naval defense, just some merchant vessels that engaged in domestic and foreign trade.  On October 13, 1775 the Continental Congress authorized the creation of a navy. General George Washington, then stationed in Massachusetts was supplied with a schooner and a sloop to seize British supplies.  Connecticut and Rhode Island armed merchant vessels roaming the Atlantic for the same purpose.  With the success of these forays the Continental Congress committed to naval expansion in three ways: first, it purchased four more vessels. Second, it enlarged the Naval Committee to seven men. And thirdly, it built a naval force south of New England, extending to Georgia, to defend the colonies. A naval force was developed and modeled after the Royal Navy, called the “American Navy”.


MEETING MINUTES: The June minutes were distributed by email, and with no edits, the minutes were filed.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
· Regent: brief reports from the 134th Continental Congress from Regent Kessler.  Laura shared a photo of the flag being lowered from the ceiling as the President General was about half way down the aisle as she entered. Regent Kessler was unable to stay until the end of Continental Congress due to her duties for the LaFayette Day 250th anniversary Tour.  Newport was the fourth stop on his tour on June 27th, 1825.  Jonathan Lane read greeting as James Breck from the 1825 welcome with a response given by General LaFayette.
Katherine Kessler was a page during the entirety of the Continental Congress and has the honor of being President General Storage’s personal page for the next three years.
· Vice Regent: nothing new to report
· Secretary: nothing new to report
· Treasurer: Pat McCabe shared her report.  Checking account balance is $4088.69.  Savings account balance: $1828.03.  CD-2061: $847.  CD-0756: $540.01.
· Historian: Kim Chandler reported there are state website issues. There is a new Ranger Chapter member who will be updating the website.  Kim has been scanning images and documents from the Little Red Schoolhouse.  The website is migrating to a new domain.  The Reprisal Chapter NSDAR Chapter Regents, 1896-2025, can be purchased through Amazon.
· Librarian Pamela Lee nothing new to report.



REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
· DAR Good Citizen: Petra Sergent shared that packets have been sent to nine schools.  The first-place recipient in the state receives a $2000 scholarship and the second place receives a $1500 scholarship.  A reminder that to be a recipient of the DAR Good Citizen Award looks great on a resume.
· American History: Pat McCabe sent information to four high schools, and eight middle/elementary schools.  Kearsarge has been added this year.
· Service to America: Laura Kessler reminded the group to log their Service to America hours on the national website. 


MINUTES
· AMERICAN INDIAN: excused
· CONSERVATION: The Moth was submitted by Venita Nudd and read by Pamela Lee. The moth has ecological benefits.  It absorbs more CO2 than trees and requires no soil or watering to do so. It is not as high maintenance.
· DAR MUSEUM: Laura Kessler: Second hand wardrobe day: Hand me downs are more than just a historic practice.  Some garments were made with multiple future users in mind.  Rather than cutting the garment it was shaped and stitched so it could be reshaped in the future. 
· DAR School:  Maria Cox excused
· Flad of the USA: this committee chair is open. Regent Kessler reminded us that the DAR is committed to preserving and educating about the proper way to treat and preserve the flag.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· “Hostesses” are needed for our meetings, so can sign up to provide refreshments, table decoration, etc. for our meeting.
· Committee chair positions are available (Flag of the United States of America and others).  Please let Regent Kessler know if you are interested.  The aim is to distribute 250 flags by the summer of 2026.  This can include pins as well as small flags.
· Closing up of the Little Red Schoolhouse will need to happen towards the end of October as there my be possible “Magical History Tours” from the Historical Society to happen yet.

NEW BUSINESS
· Four delegates to the NHSODAR Fall Meeting were elected and voted on: Kim Chandler, Pat McCabe, Pamela Lee, and Jenn Wehner.  Kim moved the motion forward and Sandy Warde seconded it.  The Fall Meeting will be held October 18, 2025.
· We will be looking for volunteers to chair our chapter’s committees.  If you are currently acting as a chapter chair and would like to continue with that committee, please let Regent Kessler know.
· Constitution Week Display at the Richards Free Library, has been curated by Meredith Lunn and Elise Dufresne.
· NH Chapters are asked to create an “innovative fall basket” for the silent auction at the fall meeting, which will benefit the State Regent’s Project” Women in the Military, raising funds for the Women’s Bell tower at the Cathedral of the Pines.  Makayla will provide some hats, mittens, and shawls.  Pat McCabe will donate a large basket to fill.  Please bring items to donate at the next meeting.
· A special presentation was made to Pamela Lee by Regent Kessler of an Honorary Chapter Regent pin for her service as our last chapter regent.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· NHSODAR Fall Meeting, Saturday, October 18, 2025 at the NH Institute of Politics, St. Anselm College, Manchester, NH.  9AM Board of Management Meeting; 10 AM General Business Session.
· Next regular chapter meeting: Saturday, October 11, 2025, 11 AM at the Richards Free Library.  We will have a business meeting followed by our chapter’s DAR Day of Service work at the Maple Street Cemetery.  Bring your basket donations to this meeting as well as a bag lunch.
· A planning meeting will be held with officers and any interested members this summer.  Date to be determined.


CLOSING RITUAL
· The Closing Prayer, led by Jenn Wehner, concluded the meeting. 
· Regent Kessler declared the present session of the Reprisal Chapter NSDAR adjourned at 3:31 PM with a tap of the gavel.
.

Gene Corliss						Date Filed: September 13, 2025
Recording Secretary
