Reprisal Chapter, NSDAR
Regular Meeting Minutes
October 11, 2025
 
PRESENT:  Laura McCrillis Kessler, Regent, Gene Corliss, Recording Secretary, Pat McCabe, Treasurer, Kim Chandler, Historian, Lorie Greenwood, Sandra Warde, Vice Regent, Pamela Lee, Elizabeth Hall, Maria Cox, Donna Menard, Carol Carlson and Jenn Wehner.  A quorum was present.

The regular monthly meeting of the Reprisal Chapter was called to order by Regent 
Laura McCrillis Kessler at 11:09 a.m., on Saturday, October 11, 2025, at the Richard Free Library in Newport, NH.  

Jenn Wehner led the opening ritual.

The pledge of Allegiance, was led by Donna Menard, the American’s Creed, by Lorie Greenwood, and the Preamble to the Constitution, by Pat McCabe.

PROGRAM: The Four Who Lit the Way-the NSDAR’s Four Founders, presented by Laura McCrillis Kessler.  The four founders were Eugenia Washington, Mary Desha, Ellen Walworth, and Mary Lockwood. 
Eugenia Washington was the great grand niece of George Washington.  Due to her experiences during the Civil War, Eugenia wanted to unite women of the North and South, to preserve their shared heritage.
Mary Lockwood lived in Washington D.C and was the first Historian General for the DAR. She was committed to establishing a place for the collection of historical artifacts, portraits and pictures. She was also a prolific author.
Ellen Walworth was a lawyer and was entitled to practice in both New York and D.C.  She opened a school for girls in her home after her husband’s death.
Mary Desha was a teacher and opened a school for indigenous communities. Regent Kessler showed a photo four of the pins that belonged to the founding four women.  Three of them say “founder” and one says “service”.  A Founders Monument was sculpted by Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney and was dedicated to the founding four ladies.
Initially the founding four wanted to join the recently established Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), and were denied membership.  Their response was to form the Daughters of the American Revolution.  The first meeting was held October 11, 1890 at the home of Mary Lockwood.

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE: The message was read by Sandy Warde regarding the DAR National Day of Service, reflecting how the various chapters have uplifted their community.

NATIONAL DEFENSE REPORT was read by Liz Hall. This year will mark the 250th birthday of the United States Navy. A Ryegate Frigate was built that became the U.S.S. Constitution, also known as Old Ironsides. This ship was one of six frigates authorized by Congress with the passage of the Naval Act of 1794.


MEETING MINUTES: The September minutes were distributed by email, with the edit of “moth” changed to “moss” in the Conservation minute.  The chapter voted to accept the correction.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
· Regent:
· Vice Regent: nothing new to report
· Chaplain: sent three birthday cards to chapter members
· Secretary: nothing new to report
· Treasurer: Pat McCabe shared her report.  Checking account balance is $5762.69.  Savings account balance: $2082.05.  CD-2061: $847.17.  CD-0756: $540.13.  A donation of $25 was made to the Pierce Brigade who maintains the Pierce manse, in honor of Phyllis Gagnon’s presentation in September.  October 2nd is the deadline for dues.  Members are resigning nationwide due to the cost of dues, chapter dynamics and bylaw changes.
· Historian: nothing new to report.
· Librarian Pamela Lee mentioned some chapters collect spare change each meeting to support local libraries, school libraries, the DAR library in D.C, and the National Library.  Pam has a copy of Kim’s Regent’s Book and suggested donating a copy to the Richard Free Library as well as Newbury and Sunapee.



REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
· DAR Good Citizen: excused
· American History: Pat McCabe informed the group that the deadline for essays is in November.
· Service to America: Laura Kessler reminded the group to log their Service to America hours on the national website.  
· Any outstanding teachers of American history can be recognized.  Nominations for this recognition is due by November 1st.


MINUTES
· AMERICAN INDIAN: Lorie Greenwood shared information about whether the Indians followed the time change.  
· CONSERVATION: This minute was about reducing the plastic pollution from production to consumption as it is projected that there will be more plastic in the ocean than there are fish by 2050.  There are large trash islands floating in the Pacific and Caribbean Oceans.  We are encouraged to use eco-friendly containers rather than single use plastic ones to help reduce this pollution.  
· DAR School:  nothing new to report
· Flag of the USA: When the national anthem is played, if a flag is not present, stand and turn toward the music being played.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· “Hostesses” are needed for our meetings (they provide refreshments for meetings (including beverages), table decorations, etc..).  For our potluck luncheons, members will also bring a dish to share.
· Committee chair positions are available (Flag of the United States of America and others).  Please let Regent Kessler know if you are interested. 
· Closing up of the Little Red Schoolhouse will need to happen towards the end of October as there may be possible “Magical History Tours” from the Historical Society to happen yet.  Pat, Jenn and Sandy will take down the lamps on October 24th.  Closing the LRSH includes taking down the lamps, folding and storing the quilt, taking down the artifacts and pictures and storing them in boxes and bins.

NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Items were collected for the basket for the NHSODAR Fall State Meeting.
· Next regular chapter meeting: Saturday, November 8, 2025, 11 AM at the Richards Free Library. This will be a potluck meeting, with Marilyn Huston. This is State Regent Marilyn Huston’s official visit to our chapter.  She will be our honored guest and speaker.
· Reprisal Chapter email: Reprisaldar@gmail.com
· Newport America 250:  Laura has been asked to be on this.  She suggested the DAR be involved as well.  The Historical Society will also be participating.
· State House July 4th: There will be a big celebration for the 4th.  The Governor will be speaking.  The SAR/DAR and LaFayette group will also be involved with the celebration.  Laura will keep us posted.
· There is a second LaFayette marker to be put up in Guild, which is red, white and blue.  
· Kim will do an application for a NH State Historical Marker (green; roadside) for the Little Red Schoolhouse.
· Pomeroy marker: every chapter is allowed to have one of these markers for the American Revolution- “Revolutionary America 1775-1783”.  These feature buff lettering on a medium blue background, the colors that Washington’s troops wore during the Revolutionary War.
· Second edition of Real Daughters: $10.00.  Regent Kessler will speak about this at the Fall Meeting.
· Following the meeting, chapter members traveled to the Maple Street Cemetery to participate in the DAR’s Annual Day of Service, where they cleaned gravestones of the chapter’s charter members and other gravestones that needed attention.


CLOSING RITUAL
· The Closing Prayer, led by Jenn Wehner, concluded the meeting. 
· Regent Kessler declared the present session of the Reprisal Chapter NSDAR adjourned at 1:06 PM with a tap of the gavel.
.

Gene Corliss						Date Filed: November 3, 2025
Recording Secretary
