Reprisal Chapter, NSDAR
Regular Meeting Minutes
March 8, 2025
 
PRESENT:  Pamela Lee, Regent, Gene Corliss, Recording Secretary, Pat McCabe, Treasurer, Kim Chandler, Historian, Makayla Merritt, Bonnie Gagne, Kelley Merritt, Maria Cox, Jenn Wehner, and Lorie Greenwood.  A quorum was present.

Guests: Carol Carlson

The regular monthly meeting of the Reprisal Chapter was called to order by Regent 
Pamela Lee at 11:03 a.m., on Saturday, March 8, 2025, at the Richards Free Library in Newport, NH.  

Regent Lee led the opening ritual.

The pledge of Allegiance, was led by Kim Chandler, the American’s Creed, by Lorie Greenwood, and the Preamble to the Constitution, by Gene Corliss.

INTRODUCE GUESTS
· Regent Lee introduced Carol Carlson, who is in the process of transferring to Reprisal from the Mercy Hathaway White Chapter.

PROGRAM
· Program: “The Roots That Clutch”, presented by member at large Beth Ann Hooper, a poet, writer and filmmaker. Beth Ann was a prior member of the Molly Stark chapter.
· Beth Ann received three awards for her book, The Roots That Clutch, based on her own true story. While researching T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound for her PhD, her program supervisor revealed that her paternal grandmother, from one of the famous Nantucket families, had a scandalous affair with one of the great poets around the time her father was conceived. 
· William Carlos Williams, one of the great poets, was that secret ancestor.  He was also a physician, and fathered multiple children from his affairs with his patients.  
· The difficulty with secrets is not only is shame hidden, but accomplishments as well.
· Beth Ann discovered that Williams held the same view she did of T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, that this could not be the work of just one man.  Ezra Pound was the other author, but T. S. Eliot presented The Waste Land as his own work.

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE: Lorie Greenwood shared the “All That Sparkles” message from Pamela Wright, outgoing President General. She shared progress made on restoring Memorial Continental Hall, which has not been restored since its opening in 1910.  She invites us to “Celebrate Massachusetts” on April 14th and 15th.  This celebration includes a walking tour of Paul Revere’s House, a candlelight tour and service at the Old North Church. 
 Also, if visiting Washington D.C., she invites all to visit the “Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence” exhibit that will be open through December 2025.  
 During her administration the newly redesigned DAR website was introduced, which simplifies navigation.  The member application process has also been streamlined, making the application process easier.

NATIONAL DEFENSE REPORT: Jenn Wehner shared the story of Dr. Mary Edwards Walker, the first female Medal of Honor recipient.  The Medal of Honor ceremony is held March 25th and is presented by the President. Her medal was rescinded, but she refused to give it back, wearing it proudly until her death in 1919.  The medal was officially restored to her in 1977 by President Jimmy Carter.
Mary married fellow medical student Albert Miller and refused to agree to “obey” her husband in her wedding vows.  She wore a short skirt and trousers instead of the traditional wedding dress for that time. They later divorced.
At the time of the Civil War, she wanted to serve as an Army doctor, but was refused.  Because of her credentials, she did not want to serve as a nurse.  So, she volunteered for the Union Army.  She was detained at one point by the Confederate Army as a spy and spent time in prison where she developed muscular atrophy.  She remains the only woman to have received the Medal of Honor.  She was recognized by the DAR with a DAR Women in American History Award in 2007.

DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES: The December minutes were filed.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
· Vice Regent Laura Kessler: excused
· Secretary: nothing new to report.  Thank you to Jenn Wehner for recording the December minutes.
· Chaplain: excused
· Treasurer: Pat McCabe shared her report.  Checking account balance is $3590.24, savings account balance is $1607.95, CD-2061 is $846.94, and CD-0756 is $539.34.
· Registrar: excused
· Historian: Kim Chandler shared the news that the book on the history of our chapter regents, Reprisal Chapter NSDAR Chapter Regents, 1896-2025, is now available for purchase at this hyperlink:  Reprisal Chapter NSDAR Chapter Regents hyperlink 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
· Literacy Promotion:  Jenn Wehner shared that there are Historical Fiction and non-Fiction awards that are listed on the website.  She also mentioned National Library Day coming up on the 16th, and National School Day.  She will bring a card to the next meeting for members to sign for our librarians at the Richards Free Library.  There is a new documentary called “the Librarians”, which deals with book banning in our libraries.
· DAR Good Citizen: Petra Sergent-excused
· American History: Pat McCabe said there are no participants for the essays this year.
· Service to America: Laura Kessler (excused). Regent Lee thanked the group for logging their Service to America hours.




MINUTES
· AMERICAN INDIAN: Lorie Greenwood shared some information about the New Mexico tribes and what they believe about eclipses.  The Chacoan and Mesa Verde tribes followed the movement of the sun and predicted eclipses.  They saw the eclipse as a time of transformation and do not fear them.
· CONSERVATION: World Wildlife Day, submitted by Venita Nudd, was circulated by email on 3/3/25.
· DAR MUSEUM: Laura Kessler excused
· DAR School:  Maria Cox shared Frankie Wood scholarship news.  Schools are the Jewels pins now available for $5.00.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· The Good Citizens State Luncheon was held yesterday at the Grappone Center in Concord.  Our chapter Good Citizen, Marco Getchell, from Lebanon HS, and his father, Chad Getchell attended as did Isabella Bovell, Stevens High School Good Citizen, her mother, Brooke Landry, and her younger sister, Gianna Bovell.

NEW BUSINESS
· The 123rd State Conference will be held on Friday, April 25 and Saturday, April 26 at the NH Institute of Politics at St. Anselm College in Manchester.
· Our chapter has 37 members, which entitles us to send 4 delegates to the conference.
· The group voted and our delegates are: Maria Cox and Katherine Kessler.  Regent Lee and Laura Kessler will also be attending.
· To raise money for the State Regent’s Project, each chapter is asked to bring a themed basket to be raffled.
· The theme of a “giving basket” was suggested by Pat McCabe.  Whoever wins this basket can donate to a nursing home of their choice.
· If you would like to donate an item, bring it to the April meeting.
· There are (2) chapter members on the slate for the next state board.
· Congratulations to Katherine Kessler, for state librarian, and Sandy Warde, for state organizing secretary.
· Delegates to the 134th Continental Congress must be elected at a regular meeting and the deadline is April 1.  The group voted Laura Kessler and Katherine Kessler to be delegates.  Laura will have to leave early as this event overlaps with the LaFayette celebration she is heavily involved in.
· Our nominating committee will be meeting soon regarding the 2025-2028 administration.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The next Apple Pie Crafts Fair will be August 23rd, 9 am-3 pm.
· Add it to your calendar.  As the date approaches, we should think about scheduling two-hour slots for manning the booth so no one person has to spend the entire day at the booth.  Field of Honor tags will be available at the booth.  
· Next regular chapter meeting: Saturday, April 12, 2025, at the home of Carole Robinson.  Carole’s husband, David Robinson, the owner of a private American Revolution & Civil War Museum, will offer a guided tour and program for the day.  Concern was expressed about mud season and it was suggested we meet up at a specific parking lot to car pool, so cars can follow each other as GPS is not always reliable.


CLOSING RITUAL
· The Closing Prayer, led by Jenn Wehner, concluded the meeting. 
· Regent Lee declared the present session of the Reprisal Chapter NSDAR adjourned at 12:39 PM with a tap of the gavel.
.

Gene Corliss						Date Filed: March 8, 2025
Recording Secretary
