Reprisal Chapter, NSDAR
Regular Meeting Minutes
June 14, 2025
 
PRESENT:  Laura McCrillis Kessler, Regent, Gene Corliss, Recording Secretary, Pat McCabe, Treasurer, Kim Chandler, Historian, Sadra Warde, Pamela Lee, Susan Swan, Petra Sergent, Donna Menard.  A quorum was present.

The regular monthly meeting of the Reprisal Chapter was called to order by Regent 
Laura McCrillis Kessler at 1:10 p.m., on Saturday, June 14, 2025, at the Little Red Schoolhouse in Newport, NH.  

Sandra Warde led the opening ritual.

The pledge of Allegiance, was led by Donna Menard, the American’s Creed, by Gene Corliss, and the Preamble to the Constitution, by Kim Chandler.


PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE: The message was read at the May meeting as it was a May/June publication by the President General.

NATIONAL DEFENSE REPORT was read by Pamela Lee.  The subject was Cats in the Military.  Historically cats were on ships, in barracks and companions.  In addition to being excellent ratters, they also served as mascots, provided early detection of mustard gas, and have been trained in covert operations. Keeping the rat population down prevented the spread of disease, and serving as companions also provided stress relief and comfort during wartime.

PROGRAM: Flag Day.  Presented by the chapter members.  Each member read a fact about the American Flag.

MEETING MINUTES: The May minutes will be circulated and filed.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
· Vice Regent Sandy Warde recently attended a Veteran Women’s ceremony in Boscawen.
· Secretary: nothing new to report.  Thank you to Jenn Wehner for recording the May minutes.
· Chaplain: excused
· Treasurer: Pat McCabe shared her report.  Checking account balance is $3576.94.  Items purchased this month were for the American history awards.  The group voted that a check to be sent to History Hall in Lempster, NH for the use of the hall in December 2024.
· Historian: Kim Chandler reported there are state website issues.
· Librarian Pamela Lee purchased several copies of the Reprisal Chapter NSDAR Chapter Regents, 1896-2025, and gifted one to Hattie Stimson.



REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
· DAR Good Citizen: Petra Sergent shared that certificates were handed out at Sunapee High School, Stevens High School, Lebanon High School and Hanover High School.
· American History: Pat McCabe handed out certificates in Newport and Lempster.
· Service to America: Laura Kessler reminded the group to log their Service to America hours on the national website. Laura shared that Donna Menard authored an article for the Newport Historical Society on the Recreation Center when it was located at the armory on Belknap Ave.  Laura and Donna toured the Corbin estate as part of the Historical Society.  The estate is up for sale again.  There will be a house tour of the Corbin mansion on one day in August.  The Historical Society will be acting as docents.


MINUTES
· AMERICAN INDIAN: no minute this month
· CONSERVATION: The Humble Dandelion was submitted by Venita Nudd.  The dandelion, although considered a weed, is useful for food, medicine and skin care.  Dandelions do not need seeds to reproduce.  Embrace the dandelion as part of your lawn! 
· DAR MUSEUM: Laura Kessler: no minute this month 
· DAR School:  Maria Cox excused

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· A sign-up sheet was circulated for the Little Red Schoolhouse docents for the summer months.  Experienced docents are encouraged to sign up with those who have not done it before.

NEW BUSINESS
· We will be creating a “hostess” list for our meetings, so that members can sign up to provide refreshments, table decorations, etc. for our meetings.
· LaFayette Day Bicentennial Celebration will be Friday, June 27, 2025, on the Newport Common from 3-4:30 PM.  We will bring the chapter’s banner, table and information to pass out to those interested in learning more about “Reprisal” and the DAR.  The Farmer’s Market occurs at the same time and will be moving the booths back a few feet to provide room for the celebration. An interpreter and horse and carriage will be provided by the Bicentennial Committee.  An SAR honor guard will be attending.
· We are looking for volunteers to chair our chapter’s committees.  Those interested in continuing with their current committees let Regent Kessler know.  Anyone interested in becoming a committee chair, please let Regent Kessler know.
· Continental Congress: Laura Kessler and Katharine Kessler will be representing Reprisal as delegates.  This is the third and final year of the Wright Administration.  Laura visited Palm Desert and while there, visited the grave of Malvina Rowell in Redlands, California.  Laura and Katharine placed flowers on her grave.
· A special presentation of a gift of a scrapbook and flowers was given to Pamela Lee by Kim Chandler, with an Honorary Regent pin to follow.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The next Apple Pie Crafts Fair will be August 23rd, 9 am-3 pm.
· Please add to your calendar.  As the date approaches, we should think about scheduling two-hour slots for manning the booth so no one person has to spend the entire day at the booth.  Field of Honor tags will be available at the booth.  
· Next regular chapter meeting: Saturday, September 13, 2025, location to be determined.
· A planning meeting will be held with officers and any interested members this summer.  Date to be determined.
· The Vietnam War Memorial will be traveling through Newport on Tuesday, the 24th, at 12:20 on the Rollins Bridge.  The destination for the memorial will be Monadnock Park in Claremont, NH.


CLOSING RITUAL
· The Closing Prayer, led by Sandy Warde, concluded the meeting. 
· Regent Kessler declared the present session of the Reprisal Chapter NSDAR adjourned at 3:05 PM with a tap of the gavel.
.

Gene Corliss						Date Filed: June 14, 2025
Recording Secretary
